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CENTRAL AMERICAN

PEACE PLAN

Where Does It Stang?

By Georgie Anne Geyer

N EARLY August 1979,
barely days after Sand:-
nista soldiers had marched
triumphantly over Nica-
ragua. Tomas Borge met
in the lobby of Managua's
Intercontinental Hotel
with a small group of lead-
ing Latin American diplo-
mats. Borge. the hardest-line member
of the hardest-line Marxist group of the
Sandinistas, already was the powerful
minister of the interior. The conversa-
tion was historic. In talking to the tense
little group. Borge outlined the Sandi-
nistas’ plan to revolutionize all of Latin
America—but to do it gradually. so that
few people would be alarmed.

“The fewer problems we have . the
more Latin America will be attracted to
us.” he said in a low, husky voice. “The
more problems we have. the less.” He
would not shoot all the old Somocisias.
he said, because he did “not want 1o
turn the rest of the Latin American revo-
lution agarnst us.”

Exactly eight vears later. in August
1987. a Central American Peace Plan
was put into effect. The roar of diplo-
matic trumpets heralded the plan as
being one that would “democratize™
and liberalize Nicaragua. and turn off
that “Latin American revolution™ cen-
tered in Managua. The plan's patron
4nd designer. Costa Rican President
Oscar Ariay, .was almost immediately
rewarded for it with a prestigious Nobe|
Peuce Prize. The pian also led almost
immediately to a U.S. freeze on funds
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If it has done
anything at all,
the Arias Pian
has clarified
' thefotalitarion |
| intent of the (’
l Sandinistas. !,
|

for the approximately 15.000 anti-San-
dinista Contras fighting on Nicaragua's
northern borders.

But gnawing questions persist in
practical minds. Is it possible that a
Marxist government. clearly bent upon
the kind of “revolution without borders"
that Borge openly outlined in 1979 s
willing to live and let live where demo-
cratic neighbors are concerned” What is
really happening in this all-important
area of the world. which presents
America with its first neighborhood
war. fueled by an antithetical and
antagonistic outside 1deology?

Crucial. but not widely known. 1s
the fact that Arias and the presidents
of Guatemala. Honduras and E| Sal-
vador took action in August 1987
because all of them were convinced.
and even terrified. that the United
States was not going (o move — that
Congress would not support the Con-
tras any more. thus leaving all of Cen-
tral America vulnerable to the Sandinis-
tas” huge ariny

S0 Anas devised a cunning 1l-point
plan calling for national reconciliation
tn all countries. for democratization
and pluraiity. for free elections, for the
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cessation of aid to “irregular” force-.
and for commitments not to aljow
national territories to be used for the
destabilization of other governments
The U.S. administration immediately
called the plan “flawed." because none
of the 11 points called for the removal
of egregiously large outside military
forces —such as the Cubans. Soviets
and Bulgarians — from Nicaragua.

Sull. at first, it looked even to skep-
tics as though the plan might work . 1f
only because the Sandinistas had so
exhausted their land that they might be
forced to change. Meanwhile. Salva-
doran Christian Democratic President
José Napoleon Duarte immediately
opened goodwill-talks with his own
Marxist guerrillas. and Guatemala
started to do the same. Honduras. from
which the Contras launch their attacks.
began to talk about closing down
Contra camps.

HE Sandinistas already had set upa

rigid single-party system. in which

the army serves the party and not
the state. and in which the remaining
“free-enterprise” businesses are strin-
gently controlled by the state. But in
the fall of 1987. many North Americans
and Central Americans wanted to
believe that the Sandinistas would tum
out to be a kind of social-democratic
left if only given the chance.

And the Sandinistas. at least in the
beginning. seemed to begin to move
toward democracy. They allowed the
Nicaraguan newspaper La Prensa 1o
reopen. Radio Catolica to rebroadcas:
and some exiles to return. But in the
end. the swallows of peace did not
return to Capistrano after all. as 1
became increasingly obvious that these
changes were easily reversible.

Even as Anas was returning from the
Nobel Peace Prize ceremony in Oslo. a
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NOTFOOLED — The Contrag, knowing
that the Sandinistag will not edide by the

'rom
high-leve] Nicaraguan defector — Maj.
Roger Miranda, the leading aide to San.
dinista De ense Minister umberto
Ogcga-ﬁﬁ official Wasﬁmgton agog
with his revelations. The Sandinis_ga
Tégime intendeq to form a 600.000-
man army. hesaid Ina country of only

He also said that the Sandigjitas
Were going to £¢t a squadron of Soviet
MiGs: that the Ortega brothers had §;

million in foreign bank accouns: and
that in case of an American invasion,

Now. there is Something odg about
the Sandimstas, and it has tg 4o with
the fact thar they really mean whga, they
a8y —and that far from caring abou
€conomc development for their peo-
ple. what they really enjoy s strutting

‘N military glory across the world stage.
What's more. men such as Borge are
Serious men who studied Marx;sm.
Leninism in the *50s and deliberately
¢mbraced i,

Every time Congress s Just about 1o
believe thar the Sandinistag really are
social democrars at heart, they rein-
force what Borge said in 1979’ 5o it
Was with Miranda's revelations, which
were so dramagje that they seemed
questionable 1o many peopje. Defense

longer going fo support the Contras

Minister Humbena Onega Wasted Iint)e
time In contirming Mirandy'\ story —
Which p etfect.

Danjel Ortegu. (riegd 0 play down Hum-
berta\ “latements, he only mude
Worse Even f there were electiony,

Ortega vaid. 1 the hypothetica) ey ent
that the Sandinista, lost. whar they

both Strange and ominoy, In a remark.
able interview o the second day of the
American-Sovier Summit last December
President Reagan 014 four reporters
that he hag discussed Nicaragua with
Soviet leader Mikhai Gorbachev.

nistas. said i 3 front-page story. "Pyp.
lic art ang government billboargs do

made ths holiday season heavy with
suffering any poverty foday. eighy

NO Immed e threar to the Sandin;stas*
hold on power

But in the long run. the Sandinistas
are not going 1o £0 away. No one should
underestimate the Possibility of a brief
American INVasion to get the wildly
Unpopular Sandinjstag out. That might
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